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Oct. 22, 1957: Francois "Papa Doc" Duvalier becomes president in disputed election following a
year of turmoil in which six provisional governments held power. 1964: Duvalier is proclaimed
president for life. In the previous seven years, the regime developed several forms of state terrorism
aimed at destroying or intimidating the political opposition. In the early 1960s, the Haitian economy
was characterized by recession, as foreign investment and tourism decline. April 1971: Duvalier
dies and his 19-year-old son, Jean Claude "Baby Doc" Duvalier, becomes president for life under
a constitutional amendment that allowed his father to name his successor. April 1985: Duvalier
announces a constitutional reform program, legalizing political parties but excluding known
opponents. July 1985: Referendum produces "99 percent approval" for continuation of Duvalier
as president for life. Nov. 27, 1985: Three students were slain by police and soldiers in Gonaives
in the first of several bloody confrontations with anti-government demonstrators. January 1986:
The government closed schools and universities and prohibited radio stations from reporting on
turmoil. Duvalier declares a 30-day state of siege. Feb. 7, 1986: Duvalier, his wife and relatives fled
Haiti and fly to France aboard a US military jet. A five-member National Council of Government,
led by Duvalier's army chief of staff Lt. Gen. Henri Namphy, took power. Feb. 10, 1986: The
provisional government, led by Namphy, named a 19-member Cabinet. The government dissolved
the legislature and the Tonton Macoutes, the Duvalier family's private militia. Schools were
reopened and political prisoners released. The government commenced attempts to recover the
nation's assets controlled or embezzled by the Duvalier family and associates. Oct. 19, 1986: In a
special election to select 41 members of a Constituent Assembly to write a new political constitution,
the voter abstention rate was described as very high. March 29, 1987: In a referendum, the new
constitution was overwhelmingly approved. The new magna carta put an electoral commission
chosen by civilian organizations in charge of the election process until elected president and
National Assembly take office in February 1988. The Constitution prohibits Duvalierists from
candidacy for 10 years. Nov. 29, 1987: On election day, soliders and gunmen believed to be former
members of the Tonton Macoutes murdered at least 34 voters and confiscate ballots. The election
was cancelled. December 1987: Namphy appointed a new electoral body after dissolving the
electoral commission. Jan. 17, 1988: Leslie Manigat, a university professor, won the presidency in
an army-controlled election. Voter abstention was described as high. June 19, 1988: Troops stormed
the National Palace. Manigat was ousted and replaced by Namphy. Sept. 17, 1988: Namphy was
ousted in a coup led by noncommissioned officers, and exiled to the Dominican Republic. Lt.Gen.
Prosper Avril, chief of the Presidential Guard and former Duvalier adviser, was named president the
following day. March 10, 1990: Avril stepped down following nationwide anti-government protests,
and was exiled in the United States. March 13: Supreme Court Justice Ertha Pascal-Trouillot took
office as provisional president to rule jointly with a 19-member Council of State. Dec. 5: Seven
people were killed in a grenade and bomb attack at a presidential campaign rally for Rev. Jean-
Bertrand Aristide. Dec. 16: Aristide won nearly 70% of the vote in a generally peaceful election.
Jan. 7, 1991: Pascal-Trouillot steps down after gunfire was reported around National Palace. Roger
Lafontant, the reputed head of the Tonton Macoutes, declares himself provisional president. Gen.
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Herard Abraham leads loyalist army troops and quashes the rebellion. Lafontant and 15 civilian and
military coup leaders are detained. (Basic data from AP, 01/07/91)
-- End --
